
  Southington Public Library and Museum 

255 Main Street, Southington CT 

Library Board Meeting 

November 13, 2012 

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Mary Ellen D’Angelo at 6:30 PM. 

Members in attendance:  Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Frances Meade, Heidi 
Bittner, Robert Cusano, Patricia Kraut, Marion Manware, Ruth Riccio, 
Diann Thomson. 

Guests: There were none. 

Secretary Minutes 

Public Communications: There were none. 

Library Communications: There were none. 

Secretary Minutes: Ruth Riccio made a motion to accept  the October  
2012 secretary minutes. Marion Manware seconded. Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: There was no October  treasurer’s report. Director 
Smayda informed the board that the temp filling in since Harriet’s absence 
will work 20 hours per week and is paid through appropriations from 
Harriet’s salary into a special fund. A motion was made by Robert Cusano 
to accept a new form of the treasurer’s report. It was seconded by Frances 
Meade. Approved. 

Director’s Report: Director Smayda reported to the board how informative 
her visit to Avon Public Library was for the Libratechs presentation. She 
suggested some board members should attend with her next time. NELA 
was also attended by Director Smayda, and helped with some ergonomic 
issues at the lending desk. On October 18th, both Director Smayda and 
Louise Champagne from the reference department visited Derynoski 
Elementary School to demonstrate use of mobile devices to 5th grade 
classes and expose them to free classes now available on the library 
homepage. On November 8th, Director Smayda and Craig Holmes met with 
Richard Szczypek to view 3 architectural proposals for the expansion of the 
library. Two plans have a two-story library addition, while the third is a one-



story addition. The plans will have to be viewed and narrowed down to two 
choices. Three dimensional models of the two choices will be made soon 
after. On November 12th, while the library was closed for Veteran’s Day, 
Sav-Mor  and Joe Conti worked the entire day on replacing faulty valves 
along the baseboards. This may help with the differences in temperature 
still being experienced around the building. 

Committee Reports: Members from the architectural firm Tai Soo Kim 
Partners were not able to attend the November board meeting, and have 
moved their time frame up one month. In the meantime, the library board 
called a special workshop on November 19th to view and discuss the 3 
proposed plans by the firm. 

Barnes Museum: Curator Marie Secondo reported that during the month 
of October, 33 tours were given, and visitors from as far away as Arkansas 
stopped in. The museum held 7 events in October, with a total of 535 
participants. Once again, the Antique Appraisal Road show was a huge 
success with approximately 75 people attending with 218 items to be 
appraised. Jerry Dlugos continued repairing the roof of the gazebo and 
finished just before the arrival of Hurricane Sandy. 

Friends of the Library: Mary Ellen D’Angelo is continuing to transport 
books given by the Friends to Drake School. 

Building and Maintenance: New ceiling tiles were installed by the back 
entrance. The problem seems to be coming from the peak; estimates for 
repairs are still coming in. A donation was made from the Orchard Valley 
Garden Club for railings to be installed along the steps to the gardens at 
the Barnes Museum. 

Personnel: Director Smayda, Cindy Wall and Ruth Gaffey (Director of 
Children’s Services at Wallingford Public Library) completed their 
interviews for the part-time children’s position and have chosen Molly 
Verillo to be the new librarian in the children’s department. Molly is a former 
employee working on her Master’s Degree, and will be an excellent 
addition to the department. Marion Urban, part-time reference librarian, will 
be leaving on December 31st to enjoy retirement. Marion has worked here 
for 28 years. An updated job description is being worked on in order to find 
her replacement. Harriet’s position is being temporarily filled by Jessica 
O’Sullivan from Kelly Temp. She is helping to streamline Harriet’s many 
tasks. A test for the permanent position will be given and must be passed 
with 75% accuracy to be considered. 



Old Business: There was none. 

New Business: A workshop has been scheduled for board members for 
Nov. 19th at 5:30 to go over architectural plans. 

Motion to adjourn meeting made by Frances Meade. Heidi Bittner 
seconded. Meeting adjourned at 7:10 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Billie Gaber 

 

 

 

 

 


